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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD - FURBIES and NSA in the News 


Last night, Mr. Vernon Loeb of the Washington Post called to let us know he was working on a 
story about NSA banning Furbies from its workspace He explained that he received an anony- 
mous call from an Agency employee, who apparently read him a statement that appeared on 
NSA’s internal comms system. In the conversation, Mr. Loeb was told that the Agency has a pol- 
icy that prohibits the use of non-Agency photographic, video or audio recording equipment. 
Apparently this specific toy does have a built in recording device and thus would fall in ‘this cate- 
gory of prohibited items. He said the paper would probably run a story on Wednesday. 


FYI, about two weeks ago we received a call from Knight-Ridder news service making the same 
claim of an anonymous tip-off from an Agency employee. They told us that they did not believe it 
was newsworthy enough for a story and never ran an article. 


In early December a question came into “Policy On-Line” asking for a ruling on Furbies in the 
workspace. The answer was provided and published on an “Agency All” email. 


The WP articie has caused quite a stir. Al} the major wires and news stations have picked it up. It 
was also one of the lead storieson CNN. We have had calls as far as South Africa (a radio station 
doing a live show). It has been reported that a Baltimore talk-radio program discussed it this 
morning and encouraged NSA employees to call in. We also heard that some NSA’ ers actually 
did call and confirm all the information with the station. 


DoD and CIA Public Affairs have been notified and have background. 


The original WP article, the Policy-On Line Q/A that was “leaked.” and our official policy state- 
ment are attached. 


VR. 


Judi Emme] 
963-5825s 
13 Jan 99 ' 
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NSA/CSS prohibits use of any non-Agency owned photographic. video. and 
. audie recording equipment in Agency work spaces. This includes any items 


with built-in recording fearures. 
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Desk Note - Media Stsories About NSA Banning 
“Furbies” 
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PURPOSE: As requested by D/DIR, to advise of thé media stories today about NSA banning 
“Furbies.” 


RECOMMENDATION: Deputy Director's signature. 
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(b) (6) 
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DATE PREPARED 
13 January 1999 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR 


13 January 1999 


TO: Senior Civilian Official, Office of the ASD(C3D) - 


SUBJECT: Media Storics About NSA Banning 
“Furbies” 


This morning’s Washington Post carried an 
article that alleged that NSA banned “Furbies” 
(a popular toy containing an artificial intelligence 
chip that mimics speakers) from its workplace. The 
article was prompted by an anonymous call from an 
Agency employee who apparently shared with the 
reporter a staLement that appeared in an earlier 
NSA internal communication. Since the 
Washington Post article was published, several 
articles have appeared in the press, on local radio 
and television stations, and on inajor national and 
international television networks. It has been one 
of the lead stories on CNN today. 


This toy happens to have a recording device 
and therefore, is prohibited in accordance with 
established policy that prohibits the use of 
non-authorized photographic, video or recording 
equipment. 

The stories have been light hearted and are 
starting to focus on why recording devices are not 


permitted in an intelligence agency. Our Public 


_ Affairs personnel have been in contact with DoD 
Public Affairs. 


cc: PDASD(C3I) 
DASD(Intel) 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR 


13 January 1999 


TO: CJCS VCJCS 


SUBJECT: Media Stories About NSA Banning 
“Furbies” 


This morning's Washington Post carried an 
article that alleged that NSA banned “Furbies” 
(a popular toy containing an artificial intelligence 
chip that mimies speakers) from its workplace. The 
article was prompted by an anonymous call from an 
Agency employee who apparently shared with the 
reporter a statement Lhat appeared in an carlier 
NSA internal communication. Since the 
Washington Post article was published, several 
articles have appeared in the press, on local radio 
and television stations, and on major national and 
international television networks. Il has been one 
of the lead stories on CNN today. 


‘This toy happens to have a recording device 
and therefore, is prohibited in accordance with 
established policy that prohibits the use of 
non-authorized photographic, video or recording 
equipment. 


The stories have been light hearted and are 
starting to focus on why recording devices are not 


permitted in an intelligence agency. Our Public 
Affairs personnel have been in contact with DoD 
Public Affairs. 


ee: ACJCS é 
DJS 4 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR 


13 January 1999 


TO: SECDEF DEPSECDEF 


SUBJECT: Media Stories About NSA Banning 
“Furbies” 


This morning’s Washington Post carried an 
article that alleged that NSA banned “Furbies” 
(a popular toy containing an artificial intelligence 
chip that mimics speakers) from its workplace. The 
article was prompted by an anonymous call from an 
Agency employee who apparently shared with the 
reporter a statement that appeared in an earlier 
NSA internal communication. Since the 
Washington Post article was published, several 
articles have appeared in the press, on local radio 
and television stations, and on major national and 
international television networks. IL has been one 
of the lead stories on CNN today. 


7 This toy happens to have a recording device 
and therefore, is prohibited in accordance with 
established policy that prohibits the use of 
non-authorized photographic, video or recording 
equipment. 


The stories have been light hearted and are 
starting Lo focus on why recording devices are not 


permitted in an intelligence agency. Out Public 
Affairs personnel have been in contact with your 
Office of Public Affairs. : 


ec: USD(A&T) 
USD(P) 
OSD/PA 


DEPUTY DIRECTOR 


13 January 1999 


TO: DCI DDCI 


SUBJECT: Media Stories Aboul NSA Banning 
“Furbies” 


This morning’s Washington Post carried an 
article that alleged that NSA banned “Furbies” 
(a popular toy containing an artificial intelligence 
chip that mimics speakers) from its workplace. The 
article was prompted by an anonymous call from an 
Agency employee who apparently shared with Lhe 
reporter a statement that appeared in an earlier 
NSA internal communication. Since the 
Washington Post article was published, several 
articles have appeared in the press, on local radio 
and television stations, and on major national and 
international Lelevisiun networks. It has been one 
of the lead stories on CNN today. 


This toy happens to have a recording device 
and therefore, is prohibited in accordance wilh 
established policy that prohibits the use of 
non-authorized photographic, video or recording 
equipment. 


Tbe stories have been light hearted and are 
starting to focus on why recording devices are not 


permitted in an intelligence agency. Our Public 
Affairs personnel have been in contact with your 
Office of Public Affairs. 


ce: DDCI/CM 


EXDIR/CIA 
EXDIR/ICA 
ADCI/MS 


